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Principal’s Perspective

What an exciting beginning we’ve had
to the new school year! There was a tan-
gible air of eagerness to be together again
on the part of returning students. Adding
to the air of anticipation were new stu-
dents and a new teacher. With one third
of the student body being unfamiliar with
FVLA, one might wonder how well the
culture of respect, trust, friendliness, and
faith in God could be extended. Yet very
quickly, by God'’s providence, it was amaz-
ing to watch how new students began
assimilation into that culture and, in turn,
reflected it to others. That process is espe-
cially encouraging to see as we look
ahead to a permanent facility and know
we will experience rapid growth. We
realize that, with deliberate intent, who
we are and what we value can be ex-
tended, and we are eager to make that
happen.

These thoughts naturally lead to plans
for the year. We are determined to work
towards the realization of groundbreak-
ing and building during the ‘09-"10 school

Focus on the Staff—Peg Youngren

Mrs. Peg Youngren brings a variety of educa-
tional preparation and diversity in experience

year. We know to accomplish that means
a capital campaign sometime during ‘08-
'09. That brings reality and importance to
the goal for this year...building the core of
support and expertise to bring the vision
alive. That is our focus, and to accomplish
the goal we need people with passion
and skills. We have over 900 alumni who
have experienced the foundation built by
Valley’s high school education. Some are
already involved on committees or on the
board of directors. In addition, the market
research last year affirmed the desire
within the churches and among the peo-
ple in the community for the type of pro-
gram the school would offer. That re-
search also showed there are over 100
individuals who answered the survey by
saying they would give their time to help.

What areas of expertise will enhance
success? We need those who have
knowledge in marketing and public rela-
tions, people to work with financial plan-
ning and development before a capital
campaign is launched, individuals with

dergarten through third grade music at Good
Shepherd Lutheran School in Elgin and serves

interest in policy making and educational
planning and visioning, along with per-
sons who have ideas for recruitment and
those who will make contacts and con-
nections with others. All are vital for
building the future and extending the
culture and mission. People reading this
right now are among those God will lead
to say..."Yes, | am ready. Lord, | answer
the call to help bring the vision alive so
that, for years to come, there is the quality
educational opportunity available here for
young people to not only be educated
well, but also firmly rooted in faith for all
the twists and turns of life’s journey.”

Watch church bulletins, visit the FVLA
website, pray about your involvement,
and say yeswhen asked, or call the school
to volunteer. You can be instrumental in
shaping and growing the future.

FVLA Staff

Principal
Janet Zimdahl

Asst. Principal
Janet Burmeister

to her FVLA choir director position. She holds
two degrees from Northern lllinois University:
a BS degree with a concentration in music and
an MS degree with an emphasis in language
arts.

Not only is there variety in her educational
background, her current professional involve-
ment forms a unique mix of working with indi-
viduals and groups of all ages. Besides her
choir work at FVLA, she presently teaches kin-

as organist and pianist for Bethlehem Lutheran
Church in Elgin where she directs the contem-
porary ensemble and both the adult and chil-
dren’s choirs. She also teaches private piano
lessons in her home.

At FVLA she values “working with the high
school choir because the students are fun to be
with. They are invited to give their opinions
about certain song selections and are always
very eager to do that.”

Teachers
Rev. Hannibal Frederich
David Kuhfahl
Kathy O’Connor
Jean Rahn
Caleb Sattler
Peg Youngren

Support Staff
Merilee Werrbach
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Alumni Mega Reunion

Look back. Remember. Look ahead. Anticipate. Celebrate. Laugh. Share.
These words all describe scenes and experiences at the Valley Mega Reunion
held on the afternoon and evening of August 4th. About 100 people, includ-
ing alumni and original teachers when Valley opened, gathered to renew
acquaintances
and relive what
made their high
school experience
so meaningful.
Presentations by
each of the initial
staff captured well
the dedication,
faith, and enthusi-
asm it took to ini-
tially give birth to
the Valley ministry.

A hallway filled
with a large collec-
tion of photos and
memorabilia
served as a gather-
ing place and con-
versation starter for all who gathered at the event. Alumni were not only
reconnected to each other, but they were encouraged to own the ongoing
mission of Valley and see the integral role that the more than 900 graduates
of the school can play in bringing their skills to realizing the vision of a strong
Lutheran high school for generations to come.

Those who attended appreciated the hard work invested in the reunion and
expressed their heartfelt thanks to key planners of the event: Nancy (Klopke)
Glissman ('77) and Ann (Short) Lesh ('81).

By visiting www.valleyalumns.com, reactions of those in attendance can be
read, and eventu-
ally pictures will
be posted. The
site also serves as
a connecting
point for alumni
to converse with
each other, learn
of alumni activi-
ties, and find out
how to be instru-
mental in secur-
ing the future
vision of the
school.

Fox Valley Lutheran Academy...
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Volleyball Team Receives National Award

FVLA's volleyball team recently joined a select
group of high school and college volleyball teams
across the nation when it was named as a recipi-
ent of the 2006-07 Game/Plan AVCA Team Aca-
demic Award. Annually the American Volleyball
Coaches Association honors teams who have
matched their dedication to the sport of volleyball
with excellence in the classroom.

To qualify the team had to maintain a cumula-
tive team grade point average of 3.0 or above for
the entire ‘06-'07 school year. The girls readily
surpassed that mark as a group and thereby
joined 128 other high school girls’ teams nation-
wide and 8 other teams in the state of lllinois.

Meeting the award standards is an accomplish-
ment of which the FVLA community and sur-
rounding area can be proud. Individual certifi-
cates were awarded to each team member and a
plaque marking the accomplishment will become
part of the school’s trophy case. A listing of all
schools honored can be found at www.AVCA.org.

Two Teachers Installed at FVLA

Fox Valley Lutheran Academy recently celebrated the begin-
ning of professional church work for two of its teachers, David
Kuhfahl and Caleb Sattler. The festivities surrounding the com-
missioning and installation provided an exciting and meaningful
start to the school year.

David Kuhfahl completed his colloquy program at Concordia
University Chicago, thereby becoming eligible for his first call.
He was commissioned in August at his home congregation, St.
Peter Lutheran Church in Dundee, by Rev. Eric Gawura. The
installation to the teaching ministry at FVLA took place at the
school’s opening service for the ‘07-'08 school year. David has
been teaching social studies at FVLA since 1999 while also as-
sisting with physical education classes and athletics. He will
continue in a similar role in the coming year.

Also at the school’s opening service, Pastor Hannibal
Frederich commissioned and installed Caleb Sattler, a 2007
graduate of Concordia University Wisconsin. An especially
meaningful moment in the commissioning was the gathering of

called teachers to individually share God’s Word and blessing of commissioning Caleb became the third generation of profes-
with Caleb. Among the group were Caleb’s parents, Karl and sional church workers in his family. His responsibilities at FVLA
Carol Sattler, who are called teachers at Good Shepherd Lu- will include the teaching of English and art while assisting in

theran Church and School in East Troy, Wisconsin. At the time  public relations and recruitment.

... giving each student a greater opportunity to excel
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Development Activities

23rd Annual Dinner Auction

Nearly two hundred people-alumni, parents, students, faculty,
board members, and other supporters of FVLA-shared a de-
lightful evening of fellowship and excitement for the school’s
ministry at the annual dinner auction held on April 21st at St.
Andrew'’s Country Club in West Chicago. Each year the auction
is such a grand event where those in attendance share memo-
ries of Valley's rich tradition, eat a delicious meal, enjoy visiting
with each other, and look to the future with energy, hope, and
commitment to reflect the light of Christ in the school’s minis-
try. This year was no exception! In addition, the auction annu-
ally has joined together many people-donors, attendees, and
supporting businesses—to raise important funds for FVLA. Once
again this year, vigorous competitive bidding on a diverse se-
lection of silent auction items and a lively response to the live
auction increased the fun had by all and added generously to
the funds generated for FLVA. Over $46,000 in profit has made
the 2007 event the premier fundraiser of the school year. It is
astounding what a community of people together, through
faith in God'’s sustaining power, can accomplish.

Support FVLA

Annual Walkathon

The annual Walkathon is a long-standing Valley tradition. Over
the years it has been a wonderful opportunity to have students
and staff work together to raise funds for the school’s operat-
ing budget, thereby helping to keep tuition affordable for fami-
lies desiring to take advantage of FVLA's high quality Lutheran
secondary education. This year’s event will be held on Friday,
September 21st. As in the recent past, the walk will begin and
end at Hosanna! Lutheran Church with a refreshment break for
the walkers on Valley's 33 acre future site on Crane Road. Do-
nors wishing to support the Walkathon, which annually raises
around $ 15,000 for the school, can contact the school office at
847-468-8207 or pledge support to a current faculty or staff
member they might know.

GoodSearch.com

An easy way to support the school is to use GoodSearch.com
as the search engine of choice when using the Internet. Good-
Search is powered by Yahoo! and yields the same search re-
sults. By setting a computer’s Internet browser to use Good-
Search as the search engine, 1 cent per search is credited to
FVLA. To set up a computer either at home or at work to use
the search engine, go to www.goodsearch.com, click on Make
GoodSearch your homepage, and follow the instructions
given.

Fox Valley Lutheran Academy
220 Division Street
Elgin, IL 60120

Contact FVLA at:

FVLA Follower

Website: www.fvla.com
Email: info@fvia.com

Tel. 847-468-8207
Fax 847-742-2930
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Fox Valley Lutheran Academy

220 Division Street
Elgin, IL 60120

Walk-A-Thon

September 21
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